For Immediate Release:

The Belmont County Health Department Immunization staff is gearing up for a busy summer and is urging parents to get their children’s vaccines before August.  Immunization clinics are held every Wednesday from 1:00 to 3:00 PM . No appointment is necessary. There are several state requirements for immunizations depending on the child’s age. 

Children entering Head Start or pre-school are required to have:

· 4 doses of DTaP, DTP or DT (Diptheria, Tetanus and Pertussis)
· 3 doses of IPV (polio) 

· 1 dose of MMR administered after the first birthday (Measles, Mumps and Rubella)
· 3 or 4 doses of HIB (Haemophilis Influenzae type B) depending on the vaccine type and when the child was given the vaccine

· 3 doses of Hepatitis B

Children entering Kindergarten in the Fall of 2011 are required to have:

· 5 doses of DTaP, DTP or DT

· 3 or 4 doses of IPV

· 2 doses of MMR

· 3 doses of Hepatitis B

· 2 doses of Varicella (Chicken pox)

Children entering grades 7-8 must have:

· 1 dose of Tdap (Tetanus, Diptheria and Pertussis) prior to entry

Children entering college who will reside in a dormitory are required to complete a vaccine disclosure form notifying the college whether they were vaccinated against Hepatitis B and Meningitis. Parents can download the vaccine disclosure form and information about vaccine preventable diseases from the Ohio Department of Health website at www.odh.ohio.gov.  For more information, contact the health department at 695-1202 or visit the website at www.belmontcountyhealth.org 
